
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Book Notices. 57 

Hebrew Tenses, or, still better, of Philippi's discussion of the status constructus — 
a model in the best sense of the word. If the dialects are to be appealed to for the 
purpose of grammatical work in Hebrew, the chief stress must be laid upon the 
Arabic. The best interests of Semitic philology, in America, as elsewhere, de- 
mand that we have three Arabists to one Assyriologist. That these figures are 
inverted among us is not our good fortune, but our misfortune. 

These words are perfectly in place in introducing to our readers what we think 
is the first Arabic grammar ever published in America. The author is the son of 
a missionary in Egypt, has spent twelve years of his life there, and, we understand, 
speaks modern Arabic as fluently as a native. This, in itself, would not of course 
enable him to write a good Arabic grammar ; but he has evidently enjoyed a good 
philological training, and has' succeeded in producing what we do not hesitate to 
pronounce an excellent manual. It embraces a grammar proper, a chrestomathy, 
containing several chapters of Genesis and several Suras from the Kuran, with 
specimens of grammatical analysis ; and, thirdly, a glossary. The grammar proper 
is evidently to be the leading feature ; and the other two are neither as complete 
as might be desirable, nor as satisfactory. For the grammar we have scarcely any 
but words of commendation. We were especially pleased with the terse, concise 
and clear-cut definitions which cannot be misunderstood. The general order of 
subjects is natural, while a few features, such as the substitution of English for 
German spelling of the termini technici, the introduction of "Exercises," and 
others, are especially noteworthy. We might differ with the author on this or 
that minor particular ; but we do not think it the office of the critic to do so, as 
long as the book as a whole is worthy of a welcome. We cannot, however, sup- 
press the belief that his special introduction on the three vowels in Arabic, as also 
the use which he makes of this in 2 36 and elsewhere, and upon which the author 
seems to lay special stress, will be found to be of little practical advantage to the 
teacher or the pupil. We frankly confess we do not fully understand his theory 
in all its ramifications, and fear that this will be true also in the case of the begin- 
ners. His statements, of course, are based upon facts, and only these ought to 
have been stated. In a grammar that is intended to be only elementary, fixed 
facts and not philosophizing theories can be used, even if the latter are entirely 
correct. 

The proof has been closely read, and the errata that remain are few and 
insignificant. We have examined the work carefully, and have completed the task 
with the conviction that Dr. Lansing's Arabic Grammar will serve the purpose for 
which it is intended. It would be an oversight not to mention with words of 
praise the typographical excellency of the book. The American Publication Soci- 
ety of Hebrew is to be congratulated upon the accuracy and elegant finish of the 
work. It is fully equal to the best that reaches us from abroad. 

George H. Schodde, 
Columbus, O. 

BEZOLD'S ZEITSCHRIFT FtJR ASSYRIOLOGIE.* 



The second number of the " Zeitschrift fur Assyriologie," edited by Dr. Bezold, 
of Munich, contains valuable contributions by Professors Oppert and Schrader, 
Dr. Jensen and others. A feature of the number is a long article on " Old-Chal- 
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dean Art " by Dr. Reber, which is to be continued in the next number. Probably 
the most important article is that of Dr. F. Peiser, and certainly the most amusing 
that of Prof. Armand of Paris. Dr. Peiser shows by an ingenious method that the 
Assyrians followed a fixed order in the arrangement of the numerous signs of 
which the cuneiform writing consists. The question is a very important one, and 
the value of Dr. Peiser's discovery would have been still further enhanced, had he 
succeeded in finding some fixed principle in the succession of the signs. He be- 
lieves the order to be based on mere graphical resemblances ; but there are many 
difficulties in the way of this supposition. It is possible that, by reverting to a 
more ancient form of the cuneiform signs, a clearer connection between the signs 
that are placed in juxtaposition will become apparent. 

Prof. Armand's article furnishes an interesting chapter on the history of 
" learned errors." Some years ago an inscription in cuneiform characters, and pur- 
porting to come from Cappadocia, fell into the hands of Prof. Sayce, the eminent 
English philologist, who expended a great deal of ingenuity in trying to decipher it. 
He gave two translations, one in 1881 and one a year later. The second was an im- 
provement upon the first as far as the number of deciphered words went, but cer- 
tainly no improvement ag far as the sense of the inscription was concerned. Prof. 
Armand here shows beyond the shadow of a doubt that the inscription is the work 
of some " Shapeira," who clumsily tried to copy some cuneiform signs, and succeeded 
in so disfiguring them as to lead Prof. Sayce to suppose that he had a new form of 
cuneiform writing before him. The forger chose a short inscription found on the 
well-known bas-relief, coming from Kojundschik, and now in the British Museum, 
which represents Sennacherib sitting on his throne at Lachish in the act of receiv- 
ing tribute. Above the head of the king are three lines of Assyrian, reading as 
follows : — 

" Sennacherib the king of the legions, the king of Assyria, sits on the royal 
throne and receives the booty of the city of Lakis." 

The inscription is one of the best known, so that it was not difficult for Prof. 
Armand, once having found the clue, to complete his happy "guess." Prof. Sayce 
is too great a scholar to feel chagrined at the error into which he has fallen, and 
will, no doubt, join in the hearty laugh which scholars are having at his expense. 
Prof. Chwolson was led astray by Firkowitsch, Prof. Socin by Shapeira's famous 
" Moabite Potteries," and Prof. Sayce will surely not close the phalanx of great 
scholars who have been the victims of great forgers. M. Clermont-G-anneau of 
Paris published, about a year ago, a little book on the " Frauds Archeologiques en 
Palestine," from which many will learn with surprise on how great a scale the 
manufacture of "antiquities" is carried on in the Orient. 

Morkis Jastrow, Jr. 

Philadelphia. 

PRAETORIUS' GRAMMATICA ^THIOPICA.* 



This little grammar is No. VII. in the "Porta Linguarum Orientalium" 
series, begun by Petermann and, since his death, carried on under the editorship 
of Strack, of Berlin. 



* Grammatica ^EthiopiCA cum paradigrmatibus, literatura, chrestomathia, et (flossario 
scripsit Dr. F. Praetorius, Prof. ord. universitatis wratislaviensis. 1886. Karlsruhe & Leipzig: 
B. Reuther. Price, M.6.— 



